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The Fruitmarket Gallery’s spring exhibition is a major solo exhibition of the work of
British artist Tania Kovats. Kovats’s practice encompasses sculpture, installation
and large-scale time-based projects exploring our experience and
understanding of landscape. She is best known for Tree (2009), a permanent
installation for the Natural History Museum; and Rivers, a, large-scale sculpture in
the landscape of Jupiter Artland outside Edinburgh, and this new exhibition
focuses on her fascination with the sea.
A highlight of the exhibition is All the Sea, an ambitious new work which presents
water from all the world’s seas, collected by the artist with the help of a global
network of people drawn in by the poetry of the idea of bringing all the waters
of the world to one place. Bottles of seawater have been arriving at The
Fruitmarket Gallery and at the artist’s studio from all over the world since late
2012, and the network of connections that the piece represents has grown week
by week.
All the Sea is joined by new and existing work all of which have to do in some
way with the sea. Sculptures referencing cliff formations; a machine that mimics
the formation of mountains; a new sculpture in the form of a reef of proliferating
barnacles; a re-orientation of the world in favour of the ocean drawn on a
collection of obsolete atlases; a work exploring what happens when two or more
seas meet and a selection of drawings of and with seawater combine in an
evocative presentation of the impact of the sea.
Drawing – both her own and other people’s - is a key part of Kovats’ practice. In
2007, she wrote The Drawing Book (Black Dog, 2007), and she has long been
interested what drawing can do. For Oceans, she has made a new book,
Drawing Water. Believing that drawing is a mechanism for exploration as much
as a tool for representation, Kovats brings together in the book drawings by
map-makers, writers, shipbuilders, whalers, soldiers, sailors, artists, archaeologists,
cartographers, scientists, uranographers, engineers and dreamers – a diverse
selection united by the sense that in making the drawing they were looking for
something. A selection of Kovats’s own drawing and writing anchors the book
which attempts to construct, in the artist’s words, ‘a portolan, a chart drawn at

sea to guide a sailor from one safe harbour to the next’.

Exhibition supported by

Notes to Editors
The Fruitmarket Gallery, Edinburgh is a publicly-funded contemporary art gallery
of national and international significance, and is Scotland’s leading
contemporary art space. The Gallery’s principal aim is to make contemporary
art accessible without compromising art or underestimating audiences, and it
presents world-class, thought-provoking and challenging exhibitions of
contemporary art made by both Scottish and international artists in
an environment that is welcoming, engaging, informative and always free.
About Louis Vuitton
Louis Vuitton has a rich and varied relationship with the world of art, a tradition
that dates back almost to the origins of the house. Today, Louis Vuitton continues
to cultivate its affinities with the arts and Louis Vuitton UK is proud to be the
sponsor of Tania Kovats’ Oceans exhibition at the Fruitmarket Gallery.
Using its global social media channels, Louis Vuitton has encouraged its
worldwide digital community to become participant in Kovats’ new sculpture
“All the Seas” by requesting participants to send water from their local seas to
the artist. Louis Vuitton has also supported Tania’s travels to the places where
oceans meet, enabling her to develop an additional piece of work for the
exhibition.
Since 1854, Louis Vuitton has brought unique designs to the world, combining
innovation with style, always aiming for the finest quality. Today, the Maison
remains faithful to the spirit of its founder, Louis Vuitton, who invented a genuine
“Art of travel” through luggage, bags and accessories which were as creative as
they were elegant and practical.
For more information: www.louisvuitton.co.uk
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