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Lawrence Weiner’s installation, which has been specially prepared for The Fruitmarket Gallery, may present the gallery visitor with an unfamiliar experience. Weiner is one of a number of artists who dispense with traditional means of making art and introduce a variety of approaches which seek to actively involve the viewer in a way not possible within a convention which depends on objects for its meaning. The temporary and intangible nature of much of this activity emphasises the central importance, which these artists place on concepts. 

Ideas are the actual and only necessary material of Weiner’s work. He likens them to sculptures, which may be built in the mind and then transposed, if desired, into various concrete forms. The specifications for the present exhibition and accompanying book were prepared as a response to a visit to Scotland made last year by the artist, which is himself American (b. 1940). The form was dictated by the gallery space and locally available materials. These specifications, which have been followed by the gallery, are not, however, conditions imposed upon the work. The present forms are transient and will soon be dispersed or dismantled. 

Weiner deliberately avoids creating expensive or imposing works preferring that which can be easily erased and re-formed. This approach undermines the emphasis on virtuosity and permanence, which characterises much of the art world. Anyone may interpret Weiner’s ideas with equal validity to the artist himself. As to ownership of the works – anyone may own them simply by knowing them.

Spectators confronting Weiner’s work must make the imaginative leap necessary to accept his unorthodox approach and participate in its reconstruction within their own imaginations. 

NATØ’s Gamma City

Upper Gallery

You are now entering NATØ’s Gamma City. NATØ (Narrative Architecture Today) is the creation of Nigel Coates, Catrina Beevor, Martin Benson, Peter Fleissig, Robert Mull, Christina Norton, Mark Prizeman, Melanie Sainsbury and Carlos Villanueva. The group, who trained at the Architectural Association, have been working together since July 1983. They have produced a series of magazines which expand and identify their approach to architecture. The third of these is devoted to Gamma City. 

Gamma City quickly draws the viewer into its territory. It overwhelms with a vibrant, visual patchwork and a sense of continual movement and change. It presents a panoramic vision of city life. Domestic objects re interspersed with architectural drawings and plans and the links are stressed between the individual, the home and the city.

The work, although, polemical, is in no sense a rigid blueprint for the reconstruction of society. On the contrary, existing features and objects are adapted to create new uses and forms. Rules are flexible and leave room for the needs and tastes of the individual. Gamma City does not present an idealised vision of the future. It aims rather to recycle and strengthen a present world which is within our grasp. 
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