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drawn to the westemn, to paraphrase Simon Patterson, not
because of what it tells us about the past, but because of
what it tells us about the present. Perhaps what is most
compeling for these artists, and what they all share, is
exploring the concept of the frontier, a meeting point or
boundary that is always shifting.
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“THIS IS THE WEST, SIR.
WHEN THE LEGEND BECOMES FACT.
PRINT THE LEGEND."

The Man Who Shot Liberfy Valance (Dir. John
Ford), 1962The title of Print the Legend
comes from this much-quoted line referring
o the story of the person who was
believed to have shot the outlaw Liberty

Valance, but didnt. The line’s appeal comes

from its broader application to any fiction
that gains the status of legend, and the
fact that the American West is the place

where myths are made. For this exhibition,
the phrase encapsulates the myth of the
West as an imagined place. The exhibiting
artists all critically respond to westerns, but in
different ways, exploring themes such as
narratfive, conflict, fiction and tfruth, justice
and injustice, frontiers and desire in light of
the myth of the West. Guest curator Patricia
Bickers, an art historian, lecturer, writer and
editor of Arf Monthly, brings her knowledge
about, and longstanding passion for,
westerns to The Fruitmarket Gallery in this
exhibition of installations, sculpture,
photography and film.

As Bickers contends in the catalogue,
the myth of the West existed long before
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